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PURPOSE

To transform the region into an inclusive community where 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(IDD) thrive.

MISSION

To bring stakeholders together to create an environment for 

the development of an efficient and accessible system of 

support for people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities.



Nov.  17 – Social Security Administration: SSI/Medicare

End of Year Celebration & Presentation

@IDDCouncil/IDDCouncil

Follow us on social media for upcoming topics, events and networking opportunities



Friday, December 4
4 – 6 p.m.

First Methodist Church Mansfield
777 North Walnut Creek Drive



Membership Driven

Premier Partners:

Organizational Partners and many individual memberships



Welcome New Members!

• BlueSprig Pediatrics (Elite Member)

• Amplify Fort Worth (Sponsor Member)

• Rebecca Swift

• Tammy Baca

• Your name belongs here!
Membership Form

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us


Smile.Amazon - Each Day 
Every Day

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906


Kerry Romine
Kerry is a proud husband and father of three kids, a boy and two girls. 
His son was diagnosed on the autism spectrum just after his fifth 
birthday and John began writing as a coping mechanism to deal with 
the grief he and his family were experiencing. Kerry realized he had 
been given a new mission in life and soon published his first book; a 
memoir of their autism experiences titled Totally Lost: A Brutally 
Honest Assessment of Raising a Child on the Autism Spectrum. Kerry 
then made the transition to fiction writing as another avenue to bring 
awareness to autism by publishing Savant, a mystery thriller about an 
autistic law enforcement officer trying to solve the cold case of his 
father's murder. 

Kerry holds a master’s degree in Business Administration and is 
currently a PhD candidate. In addition to his books, Kerry has also 
published several academic research articles and has a deep passion 
for his career in higher education. He and his family reside in North 
Texas on a ten-acre farm and enjoy spending time with their children 
and pets (two dogs and two cats).



So, What Now?
AN AUTISM PARENT’S JOURNEY



About Me

 O’Donnell, TX native (Home of Dan Blocker)

 Bachelor’s degree – Angelo State University 2006

 Master’s degree – Texas A&M Commerce 2009

 PhD candidate – University of North Texas (exp. 2021)

 Worked for UNT System since 2013

 Published researcher & author

 Live on 10 acres in Krum, TX

 Parent to:

 Kellen (8)

 Sammy (4)

 Emery (1)



Why Should You Care?



Why Should You Care?

 Group 1 – Educators and Caregivers

 Teachers, BCBAs, Domestic employees, etc.

 Group 2 – Parents of children on the spectrum for more 

than 3 months

 Group 3 – Parents of children on the spectrum for less 
than 3 months

 Group 4 – Parents of children who show ASD tendencies 

or who suspect ASD and have not been diagnosed



What is Autism?

DIFFERENT
NOT LESS



Name That Thing! (Autism 

Style)

 Rules & Regs:

 Name the item as my son associates them

 4 out of 5 to win

 Cannot be one of the 17 people that have read my 

book

 $1,000,000 PRIZE!!!*

*This is absolutely NOT true.



Name That Thing! (Autism 
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Name That Thing! (Autism 

Style)



Name That Thing! (Autism 

Style)



Where Did It All Start?



The Bad



The Ugly



The Good



Charley



CJ



Cars



Find Yours



So, What Now?

 Get ready to fight

 Get ready to cry

 Get ready to laugh

 Keep the faith

 And have…

Hope



Thank you!
KERRY ROMINE (972) 809-6719

JOHNDRICHMOND.COM



https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us


www.IDDCouncil.org

@IDDCouncil

/IDDCouncil

Rita Stevenson
Executive Director
Rita@IDDCouncil.org
817.569.4852

Thank you!

mailto:Rita@IDDCouncil.org

